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CLYDE L. SEAVEY, who was recently elected chairman of the Federal 
Power Commission. Mr. Seavey has been acting chairman since 1937, when 
Frank R. McNinch isesigned the chairmanship to become head of the F.C.C. 
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POWER—To Look 


ELEVISION offers man a new power, the 


power to see beyond the horizon. And it 
offers him, too, a new use for power—for the 


power which comes trom vour lines. 


We do not yet know exactly what television 
will achieve as a social force. We know only 
that it represents another step forward in man’s 
mastery ot time and Space another step 
achieved by electricity. But we are sure that it 


wt// accomplish two things, at least. 


First, television will create employment, be- 


cause new products make new jobs. 


Second, television will some day represent a 


welcome new domestic use for electricity. In 
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New G-E television station in the Helderberg Hills overlooking Schene 


Beyond The Horizon 


this it will repeat the history of electric light, 
electric refrigeration, and radio; for these and 
hundreds ot other domestic and industrial prod- 


ucts were reared in the laboratories of industry. 


Television represents a new way to make elec- 
tricity useful, a new way to make it serve the 
public. It is a spectacular addition to the long 
list of Conveniences created by manufacturers 


ingenuity and powered by electricity. 


General Electric’s contributions in bringing new 
uses of electricity out of the laboratory on t€ 
your lines represent but one of the exfra bene 
hts that you enjoy as a result of your purchases 


of General Electric equipment. 
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Offers Utility's Facilities 
for Bonneville Power 


Griffith tenders lines of Portland General Electric to help make the 
government’s project a success — Says working combination would 
preserve private investment and give people abundance of power 


The far-flung distribution facilities 
and the half century of experience of 
the Portland General Electric Co. have 
been tendered to help make the govern- 
ment’s hydro-electric project at Bonne- 
ville a success, according to Franklin T. 
Griffith, president. 

Mr. Griffith said that within a year or 
so, when transmission lines shall have 
been built and four power units made 
available, the investment at Bonneville 
will approach $75,000,000. He said that 
in the past 50 years his company has 
invested an equal amount in facilities 
with which it pioneered and developed 
electric public service. 


Working Combination 

“A working combination of these two 
great investments, under regulation of 
the state commissioner of public utilities 
and of the Federal Power Commission, 
should enable the people of Oregon to 
have an electric public service which for 
dependability and coverage would be 
second to none in the United States or 
Canada,” he declared. 

It was pointed out by Mr. Griffith that 
such a combination of facilities and pur- 
pose would serve the public and at the 
same time preserve the largest tax-pay- 
ing industry in the state. Failure to com- 
bine these facilities in a true public 
service would be an economic mistake, 
in his opinion. 

Mr. Griffith said that the people of 
the Pacific Northwest almost universally 
approve of the Bonneville project and 
that they look upon it as a symbol and 


Inspiration for a new period of develop- 
ment. 


“The cheapness of the power gene- 
rated at Bonneville is not a_ political 
miracle,” he said. “The rate at which 
Bonneville power will be sold will in- 
clude interest on only four-sevenths of 
the cost of the dam because three-sev- 
enths of the total cost will be written 
off as a gift to the people in improved 
navigation in the river. The public also 
understands that the low rate at Bonne- 
ville is possible because Bonneville will 


pay no taxes whatever. A private de- 
velopment of such magnitude would 
have to earn not less than $2,000,000 
annually for taxes alone. Thus the rate 
at which power will be wholesaled from 
Bonneville will include nothing for 
taxes.” 

It was pointed out by Mr. Griffith 
that the Northwest is faced with the 
prospects of further developing the use 
of electricity in the next 50 years with 
a supply of power that can be sold on 
the basis of only about half its cost, on 
the basis of earning no taxes whatever, 
and on the basis of earning only a very 
low rate of interest on about half the 
cost of the dam. 

He said that many people have been 
led to believe that only through embark- 
ing upon tax-spending, public owner- 
ship enterprises can the benefits of 
Bonneville be carried to them. This, of 





BONNEVILLE PROJECT—General view of the government's giant Bonneville project 
looking downstream and showing the main spillway dam, power house and navigation 
channel. This competitive power project has disturbed utilities in the Northwest 
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REA CIRCUS—lIowa farmers feed the burr mill and ensilage cutter, powered by a 712-hp. 
motor, while the observer points out operation details over the public address system. 
In the foreground, a check is made of the time- and electric energy-consumption 


course, is a grave error, Mr. Griffith 
declared. He expressed the fact that the 
savings resulting from Bonneville can be 
made more real to the people if the 
existing facilities of the utilities in the 
area are used in combination with the 
facilities of the government projects 
under state regulation. He said that in 
1932 President Roosevelt said that “pri- 
vate capital should be given the first 
opportunity to transmit and distribute 
the power on the basis of the best serv- 
ice and the lowest rates to give a reason- 
able profit only.” 

A program of cooperation between 
the private utilities and the federal gov- 
ernment under state regulation of rates 
and practices will bring all the sound 
benefits of Bonneville to the people, Mr. 
Griffith said. “Such a program will con- 
tinue the employment of our highly effi- 
cient and well-trained employees and 
will respect the rights and equities of 
the thousands of investors without whose 
money in the past 50 years we should 
never have been able to lead the country 
in developing the uses of electricity and 
to perform a widespread public service 
at one of the lowest costs on record.” 

Mr. Griffith is opposed to the forma- 
tion of public utility districts, for he 
sees no need for them, inasmuch as the 
use of present facilities of private utili- 
ties will be more economical, preserve 
present investments and customers get 
the benefit of the government’s power. 


Municipal Plant Rebate 


For the second time this year the 
Cygnet, Ohio, Board of Public Affairs 
has rebated a month’s bills to customers 
of the municipal power plant. 


4 (236) 


REA Shows Farmers 
Electric Machinery 


With a circus tent and two trucks of 
machinery and equipment, a Rural 
Electrification Administration farm- 
equipment tour has been showing some 
12,000 Iowa farmers from 24 recently 
energized, REA-financed projects what 
they can do with electricity and what 
electricity can do for them. 

Two burr mills, one of 74% and the 
other of 1 to 5 hp., are demonstrated 
to the farmers, as well as hammer mills 
of 5, 3 and 1% hp. Shelling is done 
with a 3-hp. sheller carried with the 
tour. A complete unit, including motor 
of % hp., feed hopper, receiving bin 
and blower and direct-drive hammer 
mill, receives much attention. Equipped 
with built-in motor controller and auto- 
matic shut-off device, the unit is about 
2 ft. square and less than 6 ft. high. 

One of the trucks also serves as a 
portable power supply unit. A stub 
pole bolted to the rack carries a drop 
wire from an REA line to a temporary 
yard pole. Two transformers mounted 
back of the cab step down the voltage, 
while a fence is put up to keep over- 
curious spectators from danger. About 
600 ft. of underground-type, three-wire, 
two-circuit cable, providing a choice of 
110 or 220 volts, lies on the ground and 
feeds power to the demonstration mo- 
tors, electrical dealer displays and the 
circus and lunch tents. 

Farm women pick up new slants on 
lighting, electric cookery and the use of 
home appliances during the morning 
and afternoon demonstrations. As a fea- 
ture, local farm girls without previous 
experience in electric cookery run the 
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all-electric lunch tent. At the evening 
meetings the farm people are given in- 
formation on the uses and costs of elec- 
tricity, the kinds of equipment they 
can utilize, wiring and REA-financing. 


Seavey New Chairman 
of Power Commission 


Clyde L. Seavey, who has been act- 
ing chairman of the Federal Power 
Commission since October 1, 1937, when 
Frank R. McNinch resigned to become 
the head of the FCC, has been elected 
chairman of the FPC for the remainder 
of his term. He has had extensive ex- 
perience in state as well as federal util- 
ity regulation. 

Chairman Seavey, who was appointed 
to the commission in 1934 for the term 
ending June 22, 1940, was for years 
head of the California Railroad Com- 
mission, of which he was a member 
from 1923 until he joined the staff of 
the FPC. A native of Dixon, Ill., Mr. 
Seavey spent two years in Arizona be- 
fore going to California. In 1903 he 
was made assistant secretary of the 
California State Board of Examiners. 
From 1911 to 1915 he was a member 
of the State Board of Control, which has 
fiscal control of state institutions, con- 
tracts, auditing, accounting and invest- 
ment of state trust funds. He was a 
member of the State Tax Commission 
and its chairman from 1915 to 1917, 
of the State Board of Control from 
1917 to 1921 and of the State Civil 
Service Commission until 1923. In 1921 
he became city manager of Sacramento, 
in which position he served until 1923, 
when he was appointed to the California 
Railroad Commission. 


Carolina Power & Light 
Completes 33-Kv. Line 


Carolina Power & Light Co. recently 
completed a 33,000-volt, 26-mile line 
from Greelyville to the Pinopolis Dam 
on the Santee-Cooper project in South 
Carolina. 

Main power line is strung on 110-kv. 
towers, so that the voltage may be in- 
creased as needed. Contractors for the 
Santee Dam, bids for which will be 
opened August 1, may tap the line, 
which has been built primarily to serve 
contractors on the Pinopolis Dam. 


RFC Makes Loan to REA 


During the month of May the RFC 
made a loan to the Rural Electrifica- 
tion Administration amounting to $4 
450,000, bringing the disbursements t0 
REA to date to $61,150,000. 
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Potomac Electric Power 
Rushes Building Plans 


Washington utility is expanding generating and transmission facili- 
ties in $10,250,000 budget — New 50,000-kw. addition to 
Buzzard Point plant started — Load grows rapidly 


Expansion of generating capacity and 
transmission facilities contemplated by 
Potomac Electric Power Co. in its $10,- 
250,000 construction budget this year 
is progressing at a satisfactory pace. 

The biggest item in the budget is the 
50,000-kw. addition to the company’s 
Buzzard Point steam plant. Construc- 
tion of this extension has just been 
started by Stone & Webster Engineering 
Corp., which designed and constructed 
the original installation at this plant 
and was recently retained by the power 
company to design and construct the 
new facilities. General Electric Co. 
received the order for the 50,000-kw. 
turbo-generator, which will operate at 
1,800 r.p.m., using 675 lb. steam at 
900 deg. 


Asks Bids on Boiler 


Pepco has asked bids on a boiler to 
deliver 525,000 lb. per hour and on a 
slag-bottom furnace burning pulverized 
fuel, as well as on a 41,000-sq.ft. con- 
denser. The project will necessitate 
enlargement of the power house, con- 
struction of new cooling water intake 
tunnels and a screen house, as well as 
complete relocation of the coal-burning 
facilities. 

Total cost of the project, which is 
scheduled for completion October 1, 
1940, is estimated at $4,500,000. 

Other important work under way 
this year includes construction of about 
20 miles of 33,000-volt underground 
transmission line and continuation of 
the change-over from d.c. to a.c. in 
downtown Washington. In the past 
five years demand load serviced with 
dc. has been reduced from 30,000 kw. 
to 15,000 kw. 

A major element in the company’s 
increasing load is the great growth in 
air-conditioning in Washington in re- 
cent years. Already this type of load 
has shifted the 24-hour peak into the 
daylight hours, and it will probably 
soon shift the annual peak into the sum- 
mer. So rapidly is the load growing 
that even with the present expansion 
the company expects to need addi- 
tional power in 1942. It has not yet 
been decided whether this will be ob- 
tained from steam or hydro sources. 

Recently Dr. William McClellan, 
President since 1933, was shifted to 
St. Louis to take over the task of ad- 
Ministering the new program of the 
Union Electric Co. as acting president. 
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Alfred G. Neal, vice-president and 
general manager of Pepco, has been 
made acting president in the absence 
of Dr. McClellan. Mr. Neal has heen 


with the company since 1917. 


Rural Group Loses Case 


An attempt of the Mississippi Elec- 
tric Power Association of Meridian, 
Miss., to acquire property for extending 
lines and services of the REA failed 
when the Lauderdale County court 
ruled against the acquisition. The asso- 
ciation sought the property under au- 
thority of a legislative act, but Judge 
R. M. Boudreaux ruled that that law 
conflicts with section 17 of the state 
Constitution, giving the property own- 
ers the right to due legal notice. 


Ohio Cities Form League 


A municipal league which proposes 
to band all Ohio cities together for 
united action on public utility prob- 
lems has been organized at Bellevue, 
Ohio, following a conference between 
city officials from Bellevue, Toledo, 


ADEQUATE WIRING IN DALLAS—Contract for erection of 21 new homes which will 


Findlay, Bowling Green, Norwalk and 
numerous smaller communities. Plans 
are being drawn to have the group act 
as a clearing house for information on 
utility problems in Ohio cities, and a 
membership campaign will be launched 
immediately. M. G. Irwin, superintend- 
ent of the Norwalk municipal power 
plant, has been elected president, and 
W. S. Thurstin, Toledo attorney, has 
been named secretary. 


Burlington Plant 
Enlargement Starts 


Construction work has started on the 
initial step in a program of expansion 
at the Burlington generating station of 
the Public Service Electric & Gas Co., 
Newark, N. J., in anticipation of the 
growing power requirements in the 
Trenton-Camden area, as well as the 
entire territory served by the company. 
Ultimately the capacity of this station 
will be increased from the present 55,- 
000 kw. to approximately 350,000 kw. 

First step in the expansion program 
will cost $12,000,000 and will give em- 
ployment to an average of 500 men be- 
tween the fall of 1939 and the early part 
of 1941. It will include installation of 
a 100,000-kw. generating unit and other 
equipment, designed in keeping with 
the modern trend in the generation of 
electricity by steam and employing the 
latest technological improvements 


known to the industry. Improved boiler 
design, higher steam temperatures and 
pressures, improved turbines, hydrogen- 
cooled generating units are among the 
features incorporated in the plans. 





be wired according to nationally accepted standards was signed by Carl C. Weichsel 
of the Cedar Springs Development Co. Left to right—Grayson Gill of Gill & Bennett, 
architects; Mr. Weichsel; Stanley Zercher, chairman of the Dallas Adequate Wiring 
Committee, and J. A. Crow, general contractor 
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TVA Bond Issue Bill 
Enacted by Congress 


House adopts by a vote of 208 to 145 conference report — Set 
date of transfer for August 15 — Willkie announces 
completion of agreement 


Congress has given its approval to 
legislation enabling the Tennessee Val- 
ley Authority to buy from the Common- 
wealth & Southern Corp. utility prop- 
erties in three Southern states. The 
House adopted by a vote of 208 to 145 
a conference report embodying a com- 
promise bill. The legislation was made 
ready for the signature of President 
Roosevelt when the Senate quickly ap- 
proved the report. The President had 
indicated after the congressional con- 
ferees had reached an agreement that 
the compromise was satisfactory. 

The compromise reduced the $100.- 
000,000 bond issue proposed by the 
Senate bill to $61,500,000, the House 
figure, and earmarked the purposes for 
which the proceeds could be used. 
Details of the compromise were an- 
nounced in EtectricaL Wor.ip, July 
14, page 55. 


Agreement Revives Deal 


Wendell L. Willkie, president of 
Commonwealth & Southern Corp., an- 
nounced this week completion of an 
agreement reviving the contract for pur- 
chase by the TVA and associated mu- 
nicipalities of his company’s properties 
in Tennessee. The transfer will be ef- 
fective on August 15, with the original 
price of $78,600,000 remaining. 

Mr. Willkie said the chief obstacle to 
the deal, a determination of the liability 
for $460,000 of state taxes, was over- 
come by a compromise agreement in 
which the TVA, Nashville and Chatta- 
nooga participated. The three agencies 
agreed to forego their share of the 
profits of $100,000 a month from the 
Tennessee Electric Power Co. which 
was provided in the original contract 
drawn in May. 

The thirty-one smaller municipalities 
and co-operatives involved in the deal, 
whose investment represents 10 per 
cent of the total cost, were permitted 
to retain their 10 per cent share of the 
monthly profits. It was explained that 
this arrangement would permit Com- 
monwealth & Southern to retain $315.,- 
000 of its profits for May, June, July 
and the first fifteen days of August. 

John D. Battle, executive secretary of 
the National Coal Association, made the 
following statement after the 
promise had been reached: 

“The principal vices of the Norris 


TVA bond issue bill from the stand- 


com- 
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point of the bituminous coal industry, 
and which led our industry to oppose it 
to the utmost at every step, have been 
rectified in the compromise bill now 
agreed to by the House and Senate 
conferees. The outcome is a real victory 
for the coal industry in particular and 
the country and the taxpayers in 
general... .” 


Public Power Project 
Is Defeated in Oregon 


Proposal to form the Linn County 
Public Utility District in Linn County, 
Oregon, was defeated at a recent special 
election by a vote of 2,356 to 2,054. The 
proposal consisted of plans to organize 
a publicly owned power project to take 
over the distribution systems in the 
urban and rural sections of Linn County 
that are served by Mountain States 
Power Co., with the exception of the 
city of Albany, Ore., where the general 
offices of the company are located. 

Within the area included in the scope 
of this proposal there are seven munici- 
palities, six of which voted decisively 
against the project. 


Central Maine Solon Unit 
to Be Tried Out Soon 


An order involving about $50,000 con- 
sisting of two 4,000-kw. G.E. regulating 
units has been placed by the Central 
Maine Power Co. for its Auburn sub- 
station. Construction work on the Solon 
plant is about completed and the ma- 
chinery for the plant is now being in- 
stalled. Changing the grade of the 
Maine Central Railroad tracks to a new 
level above high water mark is com- 
pleted and the expectation now is that 
a plant try-out will take place early in 
August and the plant put into service 
before the end of that month, or about 
the time originally scheduled. 


Texas Consumption Gains 


Electric power consumption in Texas 
during May gained substantially over 
both the preceding month and the cor- 
responding month last year, the Bureau 
of Business Research of the University 
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of Texas reports. Sixteen representative 
power companies show an increase in 
total consumption of 6.2 per cent over 
April and 9.1 per cent over May last 
year. Commercial consumption was up 
7.3 per cent over April, and 11.3 per 
cent over May last year; industrial 
consumption increased 7.5 per cent and 
10.6 per cent respectively; while resi- 
dential consumption declined 0.1 per 
cent from April, but gained 8.6 per 
cent over May, 1938. 


‘© 


Rural Bill Signed 
By Governor Stark 


Gov. Lloyd C. Stark of Missouri has 
signed the REA bill clarifying the 
legal status of rural electrification in 
the state. The bill had a troubled trip 
through the sixtieth General Assembly. 
The bill was demanded by federal au- 
thorities who maintained that the co- 
operatives, heretofore set up under the 
state co-operative marketing sections of 
the statutes, were not furnished with 
sufficient power to protect the more 
than $10,000,000 invested in them. 
They repeatedly complained against 
what they termed “attempts to delay 
and cripple the measure.” 

The Senate inserted an amendment 
which places the co-operatives under 
the supervision of the state Public Serv- 
ice Commission for safety regulation. 
After the amended bill passed the Sen- 
ate it was sent to the House and was 
adopted 96 to 0. 


Name River Commission 
on Arizona Hydro Plan 


The Colorado River Commission of 
Arizona has been authorized to repre- 
sent the state in an application pend- 
ing before the Federal Power Commis- 
sion for preliminary permit for a pro- 
posed 1,100,000-hp. hydro-electric de- 
velopment on the Colorado River, ap- 
proximately 80 miles upstream in 4 
direct line from Boulder Dam, in Mo- 
have and Coconino counties, Arizona. 

In June, this year, the FPC consented 
to withhold action on the application 
of Arizona for six months. 


Cuts Project Claimed Cost 


FPC has handed down an order allow- 
ing the Northern States Power Co. of 
Wisconsin $910,270 as the actual legiti- 
mate original cost of Project No. 108 
located on the Chippewa River in Saw- 
yer County, Wisconsin. The company’s 
amended claimed cost for the project 
was $1,118,797. The utility was given 60 
days in which to comply with the order. 
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Iowa Utility Places 
New Units in Use 


Iowa Electric Light & Power Co. has 
placed in regular operation its new 
5,000-kw. topping turbine and _high- 
pressure boiler installation at Sixth 
Street station in Cedar Rapids. The 
company reports that although at this 
early date no tests have been run the 
entire unit is giving a very satisfactory 
account of itself so far as efficiencies are 
concerned. 

The turbine is a non-condensing G.E. 
machine operating at 750 lb. and 750 
deg. F. and exhausting into the low- 
pressure header system of the old sec- 
tion of the station at 215 lb. and 550 
deg. F. Generator is rated 5,000 kw. at 
70 per cent power factor, 13,800 volts. 

The high-pressure boiler unit is de- 
signed to burn relatively low-grade coal 
having a fusion point of about 1,850 
deg. The furnace is unique in that it 
is really two furnaces divided by an 
interior water wall. The boiler is capa- 
ble of generating a maximum of 300,000 
lb. of steam per hour at 750 lb. and 750 
deg. and is of the straight-tube header 
type with vacuum drum. It has a total 
heating surface of 13,389 sq.ft. and a 
furnace volume of 12,850 cu.ft. It was 
manufactured by the Springfield Boiler 
Company. 

Draft is supplied by a single induced- 
draft fan, hydraulically coupled to its 
constant-speed motor, and a forced-draft 
fan of the vane control type. 

Fuel preparation and burning equip- 
ment consist of two B&W mills having a 
capacity of 40,000 Ib. of coal per hour. 
Burners are of the Peabody circular 
type, four in number and designed to 
burn either oil or coal. 


Federal Electric Rate 
Book Announced by FPC 


Publication is announced by the Fed- 
eral Power Commission of a compre- 
hensive compilation of rate schedules 
for electric service to all classes of cus- 
tomers in all communities of 1,000 pop- 
ulation or more, throughout the United 
States, under the designation “Federal 
Electric Rate Book,” to be sold at $15 
per copy. According to the announce- 
ment, the book is to consist of 1,500 
pages in loose-leaf form, giving 15,000 
schedules in more than 10,000 commu- 
nities. Books for states thus far com- 
pleted are to be sent out first, to be fol- 
lowed by others, as issued, until the 
entire 48 states have been covered. 

“Separates” for individual states are 
also to be sold at $1 to $2 a copy, 
Priced according to size. Provision is 
made for subscriptions for supplements 
showing rate changes, to keep the book 
up to date. 
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LAUNCHES APPLIANCE CAMPAIGN—Dealers and salesmen at Albany, N. Y., recently 





oe 


heard G. W. Keller of the Modern Kitchen Bureau speak on the bureau's 1939 activities. 
Capitol district Appliance Distributors’ Bureau arranged program to launch big appli- 
ance campaign with goal of $300,000 in sales. MKB promotional materials are being 
used extensively. Weekly prizes are other features of campaign 





T. W. Martin Urges 
Utility Legislation 


Legislation under which Alabama 
municipalities would have to purchase 
or condemn existing properties before 
they could enter the electric utility 
business was proposed recently by 
Thomas W. Martin, president of Ala- 
bama Power Co., before the state 
Legislature. 

Mr. Martin pointed out that such 
legislation is now effective as far as 
water and gas utilities are concerned, 
but that the electric utility business is 
not so protected. He also suggested 
repeal of the Walker act, which ex- 
empts the TVA from regulation by the 
Alabama Public Service Commission. 
In addition, he urged that utility and 
co-operative associations, improvement 
authorities, counties and other units 
authorized by the laws of 1935 to en- 
gage in the electric business be re- 
quired to obtain a certificate from the 
same agency before going into the 
business. 

“If such a policy is not followed by 
the Legislature,” Mr. Martin declared, 
“then plans should be set up without 
delay for the federal government and 
the state to take over all electric utili- 
ties in Alabama.” 


Rural Ruling Upheld 


The Inland Empire Rural Electrifica- 
tion, Inc., is not a public service cor- 
poration and therefore is not subject to 
the jurisdiction of the Public Service 
Department, the Washington Supreme 
Court has ruled. The corporation ob- 
tains its electrical energy from the 
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Washington Water Power Co. at whole- 
sale rates and supplies it over its own 
lines to its members at retail prices. 
The decision affirmed a_ lower-court 


judgment. 
& 


Georgia Power Reports 
Lighting Sales Increase 


Commercial and industrial lighting 
new business obtained by the lighting 
sales division of the Georgia Power 
Company for the first six months of 
1939 numbered 1,445 jobs, totaling 
2,708 kw., 4,359,500 kw.-hr. and $128,- 
964 in revenue. This represents 129 per 
cent of the quota set. 

This month the lighting sales staff is 
to be increased from 21 to 28 men, the 
company reports. 


Union Electric Co. Wins 
Over Highway Commission 


Contention of the Union Electric 
Company of Missouri that the state 
Highway Commission does not have the 
right to charge rentals for wires placed 
along highways and across bridges was 
upheld by Circuit Judge Julius R. 
Nolte at Clayton recently in a suit by 
the commission for $1,600 unpaid 
rental charges. 

Prior to 1931 the bridge across the 
Missouri at St. Charles was operated 
by the St. Louis & St. Charles Bridge 
Company and the Union Electric Com- 
pany had a contract with it for the 
privilege of crossing the bridge with its 
wires. The utility continued paying the 
$800 a month rental to the commission, 
when that body took over the bridge, 
until 1938. 
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250 OLD COUNTRY ROAD—Office building and facing street of the Long Island Lighting Co., at 250 Old Country Road, Mineola, 
N. Y., are illuminated by a combination of mercury and incandescent units. Eight Westinghouse luminaires are used, each con- 
taining one 400-watt high-intensity mercury-vapor lamp and two 250-cp. series lamps. 
street-lighting circuit by means of transformers in the base of each standard 


Bonneville Termed 
Competitive by Ickes 


Bonneville competes with private 
enterprise, Secretary of the Interior 
Harold Ickes told the House rivers and 
harbors committee this week. 

Mr. Ickes was asking the committee 
to approve legislation permitting him 
to name an assistant administrator, a 
chief engineer, a general counsel and 
an assistant general counsel for Bonne- 
ville at salaries of not more than 
$9,500 a year. In reply to the query by 
committee member Dondero (Rep., 
Mich.) if a qualified chief engineer 
could not be obtained at a salary of 
around $7,500, Mr. Ickes said: “We 
are in competition on a project like 
this with private enterprise, where they 
will pay a chief engineer $25,000 a 
year.” 

Mr. Dondero said he regretted that 
the federal government has established 
a policy of going into competition with 
our citizens, to which Secretary Ickes 
replied: “All that I am asking is tools 
to carry out the policy approved by 
Congress.” 

me 


Maryland Co-Operative 
Plans System Additions 


Southern Maryland Tri-County Co- 
Operative Association, Inc., Welcome, 
Md., has applied to the Maryland Public 
Service Commission for permission to 
extend its electric systems in sections of 
Charles, Prince Georges and St. Mary’s 
counties at a cost of about $105,000. The 
association also asks permission to in- 
stall two units of about 225 kw. capacity 
in its generating plant at Pope’s Creek 
and to add other facilities totaling 
about $50,000. 

To finance the improvements, the 
association would borrow $160,000, or 
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as much of it as may be necessary, for 
the improvements from the Rural Elec- 
trification Administration. As security, 
it would issue a 25-year promissory 
note for the amount borrowed with in- 
terest at 2.73 per cent, payable in 
monthly instalments. Note would be 
secured by mortgage or deed of trust 
on the co-operative’s property. 


Jersey Central Power 
Merges Six Subsidiaries 


The Public Utility Commission of 
New Jersey has sanctioned the mergers 
of six subsidiaries with the Jersey Cen- 
tral Power & Light Company. 

The name Jersey Central Power & 
Light Company is retained for the con- 
solidated companies, which are: Cape 
Island Gas, Boonton Gas Light & Im- 
provement, Ocean Gas, New Jersey Gas 
& Electric, Cape May Gas and Red 
Bank Gas Light. 


Utility Purchase in Ohio 


Ohio Public Utilities Commission has 
authorized the Columbus & Southern 
Ohio Electric Co. to purchase the prop- 
erty of the McArthur Light & Power 
Co. for $75,000. 


“Romance 


of the Electric Utility Industry” 


Sets of twelve pictures, printed in deep- 
etched offset on one side of 8!/2 x I1'/-in. 
heavy sheets, as published in ‘Electrical 
World" June 3, 1939, are available. While 
the supply on hand lasts, quantities up to 
ten sets will be mailed gratis to readers who 
request them. Write to Charles DeVore, 
assistant editor, "Electrical World," 330 
West 42d Street, New York, N. Y. 
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Current is taken directly from the regular 


Hydro Project on 
Delaware Opposed 


Proposal for the construction of three 
hydro-electric and water supply dams 
along the Delaware River met a united 
front of opposition at an army engi- 
neers’ hearing in Philadelphia recently. 

The anthracite coal industry, rail- 
roads, chambers of commerce, the Inter- 
state Commission on the Delaware River 
Basin, private power companies and the 
national soft coal organization joined 
in attacking the proposed $30,000,000 
project, terming the plan as both im- 
practicable and uneconomic and de- 
scribing the scheme as foreshadowing a 
“little TVA.” 

Even conceding the possible addi- 
tional power demands of wartime, there 
is “ample accommodation for addition- 
al capacity,” according to K. M. Irwin 
of Philadelphia Electric Co. The pro- 
posal called for a dam at Tock’s Island, 
near Belvidere, N. J.; at Chestnut Hill. 
2 miles north of the Easton-Phillipsburg 
bridge, and at Belvidere. 


Grand Coulee Dam Suit 
Mason - Walsh - Atkinson - Kier Com- 


pany, former contractor on the Grand 
Coulee Dam, has brought suit against 
the United States Bureau of Reclama- 
tion for $5,267,274 for work it contends 
it performed beyond its contract to 
build the foundation for the dam. 


Must Secure FPC License 


Procurement of a license will be re- 
quired for the proposed construction of 
a project at Bond Falls on the middle 
branch of the Ontonagon River in 
Michigan by the Copper District Power 
Co., the Federal Power Commission has 
announced. 
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REMC Discontinues 
Engineering Service 


Indiana co-operative will continue miscellaneous services to local 
projects — 42 projects with 46,000 members organized — 10,000 
miles of line have been or are being built — REA allotments pending 


The Indiana Statewide Rural Elec- 
tric Membership Corporation has dis- 
continued providing engineering serv- 
ices for rural electrification projects in 
the state, according to E. F. Hauser, 
assistant manager. 

Mr. Hauser said that the organization 
is a general district non-profit co-opera- 
tive sponsored and financed by the 
Indiana Farm Bureau Co-operative 
Association and organized in 1935 
under the REMC act of Indiana. 

Under the supervision of Statewide, 
a total of 42 local rural electrification 
projects has been organized in all parts 
of the state. At present more than 
46,000 rural residents are members of 
the local projects and Statewide. More 
than 17,000 miles of distribution lines 
will be needed to provide electric serv- 
ice for the Indiana farmers who have 
signed application for membership in 
local REMC’s, according to Mr. 
Hauser. 


10,000 Miles Completed 


Of this total mileage, more than 
10,000 miles has been completed or is 
under construction. Allotments have 
been granted also to build an additional 
2,400 miles of line and requests for 
allotments to build more than 4,500 
miles of distribution line are in the 
hands of the examining division of the 
Rural Electrification Administration for 
approval. Already the REA has ap- 
proved more than $14,000,000 for 37 
projects in the state. 

More than 9,000 miles of the lines 
that are either completed or under con- 
struction have been or are being built 
with the Indiana Statewide REMC act- 
ing as engineers. Statewide will com- 
plete the projects with which it has 
approved engineering contracts and 
will then withdraw, with the approval 
of REA, from the engineering field. It 
will continue to provide miscellaneous 
services for the local REMC’s through- 
out the state. 

Very satisfactory results have been 
obtained under the method used in 
Indiana since the beginning of the 
rural electrification movement, declared 
Mr. Hauser. 

{ll projects have been properly or- 
ganized, he added, and these projects 
have experienced no difficulty in ob- 
taining adequate wholesale energy pro- 
posals at satisfactory rates. 
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Progress in rural electrification in 
Indiana has been made possible only 
through full co-operation among the 
local projects and Indiana Statewide 
REMC, all state departments including 
the governor, the Public Service Com- 
mission and the REA, stated Mr. 
Hauser. 

« 


Stroke of Lightning 


Recorded in Entirety 


A direct stroke of lightning—for the 
first time—was recently recorded in its 
entirety, including the initial high-cur- 
rent surge and the long-lasting, low- 
current tail, by engineers of Westing- 
house Electric & Manufacturing Co. 
atop the 42-story Cathedral of Learning 
of the University of Pittsburgh. 

The full current of this stroke passed 
through a standard Autovalve lightning 
arrester with no damage to the arrester. 
The engineers stated that this is the 
first known instance of a lightning ar- 
rester experiencing a direct stroke with- 
out injury. 

The lightning observation station on 
the roof of the Cathedral is one of 
several established over the country, 
in regions of greatest lightning severity. 
This is part of an extensive investiga- 
tion of direct lightning strokes and 
makes use of a new, automatic surge- 
recording device of a rotating type, re- 
cently developed by Westinghouse. See 
picture on double page of “Industry in 
Pictures.” 

~ 


Cooler Sales Hit Peak: 


Air-Unit Contracts Gain 
Sales of electric room coolers in Chi- 
cago soared to a new all-time peak in 
the first six months of 1939, according 
to a report issued recently by Common- 
wealth Edison Co. A total of 405 of 
these units were sold in the first half of 
the year, compared with 207 in the cor- 
responding period of 1938. June room 
cooler business was the best in history. 
A total of 235 units were sold by Chi- 
cago dealers, an increase of 212 per 
cent over the figure for June, 1938. 
Six-month figures on central-plant 
air-conditioning contracts show a gain 
for this year of 4 per cent in number 
of installations and 12 per cent in ca- 
pacity. Systems sold up to June 30 total 
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225 and have a combined capacity of 
3,398 hp. This compares with 217 in- 
stallations aggregating 3,037 hp. sold 
in the same months last year. Fifty-five 
central plant systems were sold, a gain 
of five over the corresponding month in 


1938. 


Facilities Transfer 
Reapproved by FPC 


FPC has authorized disposition of all 
the interstate electric facilities of North- 
ern Pennsylvania Power Co. to Metro- 
politan Edison Co., both subsidiaries of 
NY PA NJ Utilities Co. 

The transaction involves the outright 
sale of the franchise and property of the 
Northern Pennsylvania company to Met- 
ropolitan Edison Co. Last month the 
Pennsylvania state commission issued a 
mandate complying with an order of the 
state Supreme Court ordering the state 
commission to approve the sale of the 
intrastate facilities. 

The deal does not involve any cash 
payment or its equivalent. Metropolitan 
Edison Co. acquires the assets, liabilities 
and reserve of Northern Pennsylvania 
Power, all of which will be credited to 
the capital surplus account or the com- 
mon capital stock account of the Metro- 
politan Edison Co. The order must be 
consummated within 60 days. Consum- 
mation of the deal follows lengthy ne- 
gotiations with the state commission and 
the Federal Power Commission (Febru- 
ary 25, 1939, page 64, and April 1, 
page 10). 


City Asks Pacific Gas 
to Pay Franchise Taxes 


For three years San Francisco has 
failed to demand franchise payments 
from Pacific Gas & Electric Co. Last 
week the supervisor’s joint finance-pub- 
lic utilities committee voted to ask 
P.G.&E. for a lump payment of $500,- 
000 to cover the past three years and 
an annual franchise tax of $160,335 in 
return for a citywide gas and electric 
franchise of indefinite duration. 

Originally asking $717,000, the city 
had been met with a company pro- 
posal of $300,000 plus the annual pay- 
ment. The new figure thus represents a 
compromise. Should P.G.&E. accept, 
San Francisco’s 1939-40 tax rate, to be 
set in September, could be cut nearly 
61% cents. 

+ 


Will Stop House Wiring 


Iowa Electric Light & Power Co. will 
discontinue house wiring in the Toledo 
division, according to Don Wells, di- 
vision manager, leaving future house 
wiring to local contractors. 
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Better Light Bureau 
Outlines Fall Plan 


J. E. North, chairman of the Na- 
tional Better Light-Better Sight Bureau, 
described its fall program at the ses- 
sion of the Westinghouse Lighting Con- 
ference which was held recently at the 
New York Electrical and Gas Associa- 
tion in New York. 

The fall program, Mr. North said, is 
outlined in the bureau’s first Plan Book, 
which will be off the press shortly. The 
theme will be “The Dawn of a New 
Day Through Better Light-Better Sight.” 
This theme, inspired by the themes of 
the two great World’s Fairs, suggests 
the greatest opportunity ever afforded 
for a broad concentration on Better 
Light-Better Sight. 

During the week of September 24-30 
the program will open with a concen- 
trated drive on “Better Living Through 
Better Vision.” Initiated by Better Vis- 
ion Institute, it is insured the co-opera- 
tion of professions, jobbers and manu- 
facturers. By issuing special bulletins 
to its members and by extensive news- 
paper publicity the institute will thor- 
oughly dramatize the importance of 
“Better Sight Through Better Light for 
Better Living.” 

A sound slide film is now being pre- 
pared by the Better Light-Better Sight 
Bureau and will be released early in 
September. Posters, suggestions for ex- 
hibits and shows, contests and a special 
booklet, containing a series of articles 
by five well-known eyesight specialists, 
are among other materials which the 
bureau is making available for use this 


fall. 


Hydro Head Warns 
Against Tax Boost 


Taxation of properties of the On- 
tario Hydro-Electric Power Commission 
would increase power costs to the con- 
sumer, Dr. Thomas H. Hogg, chairman 
of the commission, warned in an address 
at the joint banquet of the Ontario 
Municipal Electric Association and the 
Association of Municipal Electrical 
Utilities, held at the Chateau Laurier, 
Ottawa. 

“Do not be misled by any statements 
or arguments purporting to show that 
additional taxation of the properties 
of the commission or of the municipal 
utilities will have no effect upon the 
cost of power to the consumer,” Dr. 
Hogg said. “The users of electrical ener- 
gy pay the cost of their service. Neglect- 
ing the rural bonus, there is nobody 
else to pay it or any portion of it, 
and if additional municipal taxes are 
levied on hydro properties—over and 
above $400,000 now paid by the com- 
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mission alone—thereby increasing the 
cost of power as well as of municipal 
operations, the consumer will surely 
pay those extra charges.” 


All-Electric Apartment 
Completed in Alabama 


With the installation of 200 Westing- 
house electric ranges and refrigerators, 
the Redmont Gardens apartments in 
Birmingham, Ala., became “all-elec- 
tric.” 

Other electrical equipment includes 
laundry rooms with electric washers 
and ironers, interior and exterior light- 
ing, space heating and water heating 
by electrically driven automatic coal 
stokers, and floodlighting for the ga- 
rages. 

& 


Adequate Wiring Show 


Adequate wiring received “top bill- 
ing” at the recent Southern California 
Home Show through the medium of 
the “Matchless Electric Home” spon- 
sored by the Electrical Development 
League of Southern California. 





MEETINGS 


American Transit Seen Aoneel convention, 


Los Angeles, Calif., ar 10-11; San Fran- 
cisco, August 14-15. ‘Charles Gordon, Ce 
director, 292 Madison Av., New York 


International Association of Electrical Inspectors 
—Joint annual meeting, northwestern and south- 


western sections, Hotel Empire, San Francisco, 


Calif., August 14-18: western section, Hamilton. 
Ont., September I1-15; southern section, Ashe- 
ville, N. C., September 18-22. 


Illuminating Engineering Society—Annual meet- 

ing, Fairmont Hotel, San Francisco, Calif., 
August 21-25, Howard M. Sharp, general secre- 
tary, 51 Madison Avenue, New York, 


National Association of Railroad and Utilities 
Commissioners — nnual meeting, Seattle, 
Wash., August 22-25. Clyde S. Bailey, secretary, 
New Post Office Bidg., 12th and Pennsylvania 
Avenue, Washington, D. C 

Maryland Utilities Association—Annual fall_con- 
vention, George Washington Hotel, Ocean 
City, Md., August 25-26. J. H. Purdy, secre- 
tary, Lexington Building, Baltimore, Md. 

Rocky Mountain Electrical League—Annual con- 
vention, Estes Park, Colo., September 7-9. 


George E. Lewis, manager, Gas and Electric 
Bidg., Denver, Colo. 

Electrochemical Society—Fall convention, Hotel 
Commodore, New York, September 
11-13. Dr. Colin G. Fink, secretary, Columbia 
University, New York, N. Y. 


Wisconsin Utilities Association—Annual conven- 
tion, accounting section, Plankinton Hotel, Mil- 
waukee, Wis., September 21 -22: electric section, 
commercial and technical divisions, November 
6-7, Schroeder Hotel, Milwaukee. A. F. Her- 
wig, executive secretary, Room 502, Brumder 
Bldg., 135 West Wells St., Milwaukee, Wis. 


National Industrial Advertising Association—Na- 
tional conference, Hotel ‘New Yorker, New York, 
N. Y., September 20-22. William H. Easton, 
chairman, publicity committee, 420 Lexington 

New York, 


Soa Institute of Electrical Engineers—Great 
Lakes district, Minneapolis, Minn., September 
27-29. H. H. Henline, national secretary, 33 
West 39th St., New York, 


Indiana Electric ppoesiation~Annun! convention, 
French Lick, Ind., September 28-30. Tom C. 


Polk, secretary, 607 Traction Terminal Bldg. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
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Utility Radio Program 
Aids in Finding Jobs 


More than 215 unemployed men and 
women, approximately 45 per cent of 
those appearing, secured jobs after 
appearing on “Opportunity Knocks,” 
the radio program sponsored by the 
Iowa Electric Light & Power Co. 
over station WMT, Cedar Rapids. 
equal number of unemployed who 
didn’t appear on the air got jobs 
through the contacts inspired by the 
program. 

The program, which ran for six 
months, consisted of three 15-minute 
periods a week, during which desery- 
ing unemployed people were _inter- 
viewed as to their past employment 
record, the type of employment sought 
and their qualifications. Applicants for 
the program were selected and fur- 
nished by the Iowa State Employment 
Service, which is operated by the state 
without cost to either applicant or 
employer. 

Stenographers just out of business 
school were especially successful in 
securing jobs. Next in popularity with 
employer-listeners were farm hands. 
However, as a result of the program a 
house mover who hadn’t had a chance 
to move a house in two years got a 
job; a steeplejack got off the ground 
again and one lucky applicant gained 
a trip to California distributing book- 
lets. 


Wiring Bureau Appoints 
New Committee Members 


The National Adequate Wiring 
Bureau has appointed new members to 
the executive and plan committees. On 
the executive committee H. E. Dexter, 
vice-president Central Hudson Gas & 
Electric Corp., replaces M. E. Skinner; 
R. H. Fite, Jr., Ebasco Services, Inc., 
replaces C. A. Eastman; Ralph Neu- 
muller, executive vice-president, Elec- 
trical & Gas Association, Inc. New 
York, replaces George R. Conover. 

On the plan committee G. W. Hart, 
Ebasco Services, Inc., replaces C. A. 
Eastman and S. G. Hibben, director of 
applied lighting, Westinghouse Lamp 


Division, Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Co., replaces J. F. 
O’Brien. 


Illinois Electric Sales 


Total sales of energy to ultimate con- 
sumers by eleven large electric utilities 
amounted to 569,906,836 kw.-hr. in 
May, compared with 517,309,178 kw.-hr. 
for the same month of last year. This 
is a 10.2 per cent increase in sales. 
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Inspect an L-M Transformer and you can 
see why it stays on the pole for extra years. 
You see the rugged L-M core type con- 
struction that keeps a high percentage of 
coil surface in constant contact with cool- 
ing oil. You find carefully wound coils, 
generously insulated . . . perfectly coordi- 
nated, well protected bushings...a high oil 
level that keeps terminal blocks submerged 
... a rust-resisting, copper bearing sheet 
steel tank ...and a cover that keeps oil 
inside and dirt outside. You get a// these 
features in L-M Transformers, that’s why 
L-M Transformers do give you extra years 
of low cost, trouble free performance. 


LINE MATERIAL CQO. 





THE INDUST! 


IN PICTURES 





KELVIN HOME—In the “Town of Tomorrow” at the 
World’s Fair is this all-electrical, air-conditioned Kel 
designed to show the public how to make the fullest , 
tricity. This type of house at the fair has proved to | 
salesman of electrical appliances 





SAMPLE, PLEASE—General Electric couldn’t give thirteen-year-old Gloria Rehfeld the little 
sample of electricity she requested, but she threw the switch that discharged 10,000,000 
volts of artificial lightning at the G.E. exhibit at the New York World's Fair 


CAUGHT CHATTING—More than 120 representatives of electric utility companies attended 
the three-day Westinghouse Lighting Conference held last week. Some of those present are 
shown in the illustrations below 


F. E. Zimmer, Erie County Electric Co., Erie, Pa.; Smither Merrill, Toledo Edison Co.; O. R. 
Hogue, Commonwealth Edison Co., Chicago, and S. G. Hibben, Westinghouse Lamp Division 


W. T. Blackwell, Public Service Electric & Gas Co., Newark, N. J.: G. R. Trumbull, E.E.I.; 
H. E. Plishker, Westinghouse Lamp Division, sponsor of the conference, and Harvey A. 
Keys, Public Utility Engineering & Service Co., Chicago nen oo 













__ 
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roved to be a silent 











ON THE LINE—(Left) Boston Edison’s 
latest topping unit, a 25,000-kw. West- 
inghouse turbo-generator running at 1,200 
lb. per sq.in., 900-deg. F., and 3,600 
r.p.m. at the L Street station in South 
Boston, recently completed. (Above) Bat- 
tery of four boiler feed pumps serving 
two high-pressure steam-generating units 
burning pulverized coal at L Street 








LIGHTNING CAPTURED—Apparatus on the Cathedral of Learning, University 
of Pittsburgh, lightning investigation station of Westinghouse Electric & Manv- 
facturing Co. catches complete record of direct stroke. The 50-ft. mast on 
porcelain insulator and new design of surge recorders (at right) and the 
Autovalve lightning arrester (at left) successfully withstoed the direct stroke. 
Story on page 9 


SITE OF SOLON PROJECT—Snapped at 
recent visit of Maine Association of 
Engineers to Central Maine Power’s 
Solon hydro-electric development on 
the Kennebec River. An initial instal- 
lation of 8,000 kw. is expected to go 
into service this summer, improving 
the regulation of the river and increas- 
ing the flexibility of operation at the 
Wyman station, 7 miles above 


L. to r.—W. S. Evans, president M.A.E.; 
Bryant L. Hopkins, engineer Kennebec 
River, Waterville; Frank H. Mason, chief 
engineer Nepsco Services, Inc., and 
Central Maine Power; Howard O. Bur- 
gess, engineer New England Public 
Service; John Downey, resident engineer, 
and A. Hamilton, superintendent of Solon 
construction project 





NEWS ror THE POWER INDUSTRY FROM ANACONDA ENGINEERS 


A ae 


atTace 


, ‘HE miniature “factory”’ shown 
here was built in Anaconda lab- 


oratories for the purpose of dupli- 


cating large-scale production of 
paper-insulated cable. With this type 
of testing equipment, the electrical 
characteristics of impregnated-paper 
insulation can be determined accu- 
rately sn advance! In like manner, 
our Research Engineers duplicate 
many other steps of cable manufac- 
ture in the laboratory —all for the 
purpose of making every step pro- 
ductive of higher quality and better 
performance. 

Such methods as these are char- 


acteristic of Anaconda research. Not 


only do we explore the service pos- 
sibilities of various materials, but 
we find out im advance just how 
those materials are going to perform 
in the finished cable. 

Built into Anaconda Cables are 
the results of test after test of this 
kind. All are made solely to develop 
more lasting and more economical 


insulations. 


Put your problem up to Anaconda 
Profit by these improvements! When you 
have a cable problem of any kind, put 
the matter up to Anaconda engineers. 
Specify Anaconda, too, for your day-to- 
day cable requirements in order to bene- 
fit from the more enduring constructions 
which result from Anaconda research. se06 


The p/ otograph at left shows a com- 
plete miniature impregnating outfit 
being operated in Anaconda labora- 
tories. By this method, the electri 
characteristius of impregnated-paper 
insulation are pre-determined. 


PS 


Assembling a power factor cell prior to measur- 


ing the dielectric properties of cable oil. 


Visit the Copper & Bras 


{\ Industry Exhibit in the Metal 
ANACONDA Building, New York World 


from mine to consumer Fair—1939. 











Output Climbs to 
New Summer Record 


Resuming the strong upward trend 
fnterrupted by the holiday, operations 
of the electric light and power industry 
during the week ended July 15 overshot 
the former record for any summer week 
with an output of 2,324,181,000 kw.-hr., 
according to the Edison Electric Insti- 
tute. The previous summer maximum 
was 2,320,982,000 kw.-hr. in the week 
of September 4, 1937. 

The output was the third highest in 
the history of the industry, having been 
exceeded only in the two peak weeks 
last winter. Comparing corresponding 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw.-Hr. 
1939 1938 hi 





July 15...2,324 July 16...2,084 July 17...2.298 
July 8...2,078 July 9...1,881 he 10. ..2,096 
July —1...2,300 July 2...2,015 July 3...2,238 
June 24...2,285 June 25...2,019 June 26...2,238 
June 17...2,265 June 18...1,991 June 19...2,214 
June 10...2,257 June 11...1,992 June 12...2,214 
Per Cent Change from Previous Year 
Week Ending 

Region July 15 July 8 July | 
New England ...... +13.6 + 9.3 113.4 
Middle Atlantic .... +.9.2 +11.6 +11.3 
Central Industrial .. +12.9 +13.6 +17.7 
West Central ...... + 6.0 + 4.3 + 5.9 
Southern States .... + 8.7 + 8.4 +13.7 
Rocky Mountain ... +18.2 +15.8 +19.2 
PONE eh rencsccesese +10.2 + 7.6 +11.5 
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Billions of Kw-Hr. 
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periods, the latest figure shows a gain 
of 11.5 per cent over 1938 and of 1.1 per 
cent over 1937. Production has risen 
about 170,000,000 kw.-hr., or nearly 8 
per cent, from the low point of last 
May (excluding weeks with holidays). 
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Regional changes compared with a 
year ago are following the pattern of 
recent weeks—highest gains in the 
Mountain states, New England next, on 
the 13 per cent level, the Central Indus- 
trial narrowing to 12.9 per cent. 





Separate License 
Plea Denied by FPC 


Deciding that the 201-mile transmis- 
sion line extending from the company’s 
Thompson Falls plant via its Flathead 
plant to its substation at Anaconda, 
Mont., is properly a part of the Flat- 
head project, the FPC has denied the 
application of the Montana Power Co. 
for a separate minor-part license for 
this transmission line and decides that 
the line should be included by amend- 
ment in the license for the Flathead 
development. 

The line was constructed and ener- 
gized in 1936 and 1937 after the appli- 
cant had been advised that such con- 
struction and operation would not 
prejudice consideration by the com- 
mission of an application for license. 
Application for a separate license was 


filed by the company in 1936. The 
decision stated: 


Having considered the application and 
the entire record thereon, the commission 
finds that the line will serve principally 
as @ primary line transmitting energy from 
the Flathead plant to points of junction 
with the distribution systems of the com- 
pany at Thompson Falls, Missoula and 
Anaconda, in addition to serving as an 
interconnection between these distribution 
sys‘ems. When carrying the maximum 
energy that can be generated at the Flat- 


head plant . . . the transmission line can- 
not carry any substantial amount of power 
from other sources either to the distribu- 
tion system at Thompson Falls or to the 
distribution systems at Missoula or Ana- 
conda. The line is properly, therefore, the 
commission finds, a part of the Flathead 
project .. 


Output Maintains Advance 


Official figures filed with the British 
Electricity Commission show _ that 
2,068,000,000 units of electricity were 
generated by authorized undertakings 
in Great Britain during May, compared 
with the revised figure of 1,854,000,000 
units in May, 1938, representing an in- 
crease of 11.5 per cent. During the first 
five months of 1939 the total amount of 
electricity generated by authorized un- 
dertakers was 11,659,000,000 units, com- 
pared with the revised figure of 10,- 
341,000,000 units for the corresponding 
period of 1938, representing an in- 
crease of 12.7 per cent. 


Vote Dividend on Arrears 
The United Corp. has voted a divi- 


dend of 85 cents against arrears on the 
$3 cumulative preference stock. On 
April 28, last, $1 was paid. 
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Dutch Complete 150-Kv. 
Underground Power Line 


An underground transmission line, 
recently completed between Rotterdam 
and The Hague, about 133 miles in 
length, consists of four 150-kv. mono- 
phase cables with a section of 240 
sq.mm. and a pressure oil-filled central 
passage. 

As described in a recent issue of the 
Elektrotechnische Zeitschrift, the ca- 
bles, one of which is a stand-by, have 
been designed for the transmission of 
energy up to 200,000,000 kw.-hr. per 
year. Cables are laid in cement- 
covered trenches and, except at certain 
crossings, are unarmored. Samples of 
the cables used were tested up to 500 
kv. An auxiliary cable provides auto- 
matic control, including signaling of 
oil pressure and telephonic communica- 
tion connections. 


Canadian Output Rises 


Output of central electric stations in 
Canada in May totaled 2,333,235,000 
kw.-hr., compared with 2,197,171,000 
kw.-hr. in April and 2,081,935,000 in 
May, 1938, according to the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics. 
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F. T. Post Resigns as Head 
of Spokane Utility Board 


Frank T. Post, chairman of the board 
of directors of the Washington Water 
Power Co., Spokane, has resigned. Mr. 
Post, who has been with the company 
more than 30 years and has played a 





major part in its growth, is remaining 
as a director and will be retained in a 
consulting capacity. In a letter to the 
board, Mr. Post said: 


Having devoted the major part of my 
business life to the development of the 
Washington Water Power Co., in fact 
having been connected with this organ- 
ization for more than 30 years, I have 
a deep feeling of satisfaction that I have 
been able to contribute my part to its 
growth and to the development of the 
solid instrumentality for service to the 
public that the Washington Water Power 
Company has become. For some years 
I have appreciated that the day must 
arrive when I would ask to be relieved 
of the heavy responsibility that is in- 
volved in being an active executive of 
this company. While I am still a young 
man of 77, and for many years expect 
to be an active citizen of Spokane, which 
has been my home for the last 50 years, 
the time has arrived when I feel that 
I should pass on to younger shoulders 
these executive responsibilities. 


Mr. Post expressed his confidence 
in the ability of Kinsey M. Robinson, 
elected president a year ago, to assume 
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fully and ably the responsibilities as 
head of the company. 

Mr. Post became president of the 
Washington Water Power Co. in 1930 
after a legal career of 41 years in Spo- 
kane. He had been affiliated with the 
company as legal counsel for 21 years 
and had also been a vice-president for 
many years. 


New Divisional Set-Up 
for G.E. Air Unit Dept. 


A new division of responsibility, fol- 
lowing the recent combination of the 
General Electric Co.’s air conditioning 
and commercial refrigeration activities 
at Bloomfield, N. J., has been an- 
nounced by Stuart M. Crocker, man- 
ager of the air conditioning and com- 
mercial refrigeration department. 

Harold T. Hulett, formerly head of 
commercial refrigeration activities at 
Cleveland, has been named sales man- 
ager in charge of distribution activities. 
Elliott Harrington, associated with the 
department since its inception, has been 
appointed product sales manager. S. 
Martin, Jr., has been named manager 
of the installation and service division. 
Glenn Gundell will continue as man- 
ager of the advertising and sales pro- 
motion division, to which have been 
added the direction of all sales training 
and the G.E. Air Conditioning In- 
stitute. 


> Rosert S. Gisss, Jr., for the past 
nine years a member of the Duke 
Power Co. at Hendersonville, N. C., has 
been appointed manager of the North 


Wilkesboro district to succeed the late 
M. G. Butner. 


> T. J. Brewster has been appointed 
head of the traffic department recently 
organized by the Arkansas Power & 
Light Co. to handle rate classifications, 
budgets and general statistics. Mr. 
Blewster was formerly assistant to the 
general manager of the company. 
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EWS ABOUT PEOPLE 


Lawson Named President 
of Canadian Association 


John E. Lawson, who was elected 
president of the Canadian Electrical 
Association at the recent annual con- 
vention in Digby, Nova Scotia, has been 
vice-president and general manager and 





director of the Canadian Niagara Power 
Co., Ltd., Niagara Falls, Ont., since 
1936. 

Mr. Lawson is a director of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, Niagara Falls, Ont., 
and is a member of the American Insti- 
tute of Electrical Engineers and of the 
Association of Professional Engineers 
of the Province of Ontario. 


> Hersert S. Marks of Chattanooga, 
Tenn., has been named general coun- 
sel for the Bonneville project by Admin- 
istrator F. A. Banks. C. Allen Hart., Jr., 
of St. Paul, Minn., has been named as- 
sistant general counsel. Mr. Marks has 
been assistant general counsel of TVA. 


> M. L. Kapp, who has been vice- 
president and director of the Michigan 
Public Service Co., which renders elec- 
tric service to northern Michigan, has 
resigned to become assistant to the 
president of the Interstate Power Co.. 
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Dubuque, Iowa. Mr. Kapp began his 


work in the utility business in Okla- ° 


homa, spending several years in the 
electric business and then in the natu- 
ral gas field with the Oklahoma Natu- 
ral Gas Co. In 1936 he returned to the 
electric business by becoming operat- 
ing superintendent and a director of 
the Michigan Public Service Co. In 
1938 he was elected vice-president. 


C. E. Oakes New President 
of Birmingham Electric 


Charles E. Oakes, whose election to 
the presidency of the Birmingham Elec- 
tric Co. was recently announced by J. 
S. Pevear, formerly president and now 
chairman, has been manager of the 
Allentown division of the Pennsylvania 
Power & Light Co. for the past ten 
years. His early executive experience 
was obtained in Oregon and Idaho. For 
five years he was engaged in govern- 
ment service with the Bureau of Stand- 
ards and the Federal Power Commis- 
sion. His association with Pennsylvania 
Power & Light has covered a period of 
sixteen years, the last ten of which was 
as manager of the Allentown division. 

In addition to being president of the 
Birmingham utility, Mr. Oakes will also 
serve as general manager. In comment- 
ing on the executive changes Mr. Pe- 
vear said: “In thus being relieved of 
the active operating duties pertaining to 
the office of president and general man- 
ager of the company I shall be free to 
devote myself to policy problems and 
the giving of advice and assistance to 





Mr. Oakes on general matteis, without 
being burdened with the active work 
which has been mine for a long time, 
and which he is now to take over.” 
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> J: W. Mirorp, publicity director of 
the lamp department of General Elec- 
tric Co. and since 1937 chairman of 
the committee on public information of 
the Illuminating Engineering Society, 
has left the company, after more than 
thirteen years of continuous service, to 
join the publicity department of N. W. 
Ayer & Son, advertising agency, New 
York. C. W. Maedje will assume the 
responsibilities of Nela Park publicity. 


> W. H. Park has been appointed 
manager of the Berkeley-Albany office, 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co., succeeding 
the late Henry W. Beekman, who died 
suddenly Memorial Day. Since 1929 
Mr. Park has been industrial sales en- 
gineer in the company’s general office 
at San Francisco. 


> M. H. Montross, manager of the 
Wisconsin Valley division of the Wis- 
consin Public Service Corp., at Wausau 
since 1933, has been elected to the 
board of directors. Mr. Montross pre- 
viously served as district manager at 
Stevens Point and _ general 
tendent at Wausau. 


superin- 


> J. C. Darsy of Winnsboro has been 
elected chairman of the South Carolina 
Public Service Commission, to succeed 
H. W. Scott of Columbia, who had 
served for a year. Each year the chair- 
manship is changed by rotation. J. C, 
Coney was elected vice-chairman to 
succeed Commissioner Darby. The new 
chairman is in his fifth year of service 
as commissioner, having been elected 


in 1935. 


OBITUARY 
Hugh McCollum Beugler 


Hugh McCollum Beugler, consulting 
engineer, died on July 16 at his resi- 
dence in New Haven, Conn., after a 
short illness. He was 66 years of age. 
Mr. Beugler established a general con- 
sulting practice in 1927 after serving 
as vice-president of the Central Hudson 
Gas & Electric Co., Poughkeepsie, in 
charge of operation, engineering and 
construction. 

His first association in the industry 
was with the Thomson-Houston Co., 
where he worked on various assignments 
involving the design and construction of 
power plants, electric lighting systems 
and gas and water installations. Later 
he became associated with Ford, Bacon 
& Davis and subsequently with Day & 
Zimmermann, Inc. Then he was ap- 
pointed general superintendent and 
chief engineer of the Elmira Water, 
Light & Railroad Co. It was in 1909 
that he entered the employ of the Cen- 
tral Hudson system as manager of the 
electric department of the Newburgh 
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Light, Heat & Power Co. Two years 
later he became operating manager of 
the Central Hudson system with head- 
quarters at Poughkeepsie. Appoint- 
ments as vice-president and consulting 
engineer of the system followed. Mr. 
Beugler was a member of the American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers. 


> Harry C. ParKER, sales manager for 
the Canadian Ohio Brass Co., Ltd. since 
1924, died at his home in Toronto on 
June 13. 


> Ratpu B. Hutt, vice-president of the 
Pennsylvania Power & Light Co. in 
charge of the Lancaster district, died 
July 7, of pneumonia. He was 57 years 
of age. Mr. Hull had been associated 
with the electrical properties at Lan- 
caster for a number of years. 


> Puitip W. Davis, 68, treasurer of the 
Doble Engineering Co., Medford Hill- 
side, Mass., died suddenly at Cam- 
bridge, Mass., on July 13. He was grad- 
uated from the then Lawrence Scien- 
tific School .at Harvard University in 
electrical engineering in 1895, and in 
his early career was sales engineer at- 
tached to the Boston office of the Elec- 
tric Storage Battery Co. He had been 
treasurer of the Doble company for 
about sixteen years. 


> Cuartes U. Grecory, manager of 
the New Haven division of the United 
Illuminating Co., died on July 17, after 
more than a year’s illness. He was 
57 years of age. Mr. Gregory had 
been manager of the General Electric 
Co.’s sales office in Hartford for many 
years and later of the New Haven 
office before joining the staff of the 
United Illuminating Co. in 1936. He 
held the degree of electrical engineer 
from George Washington University 
and had long been a member of the 
American Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers. 


> James A. VAHEY, one of the foremost 
authorities in the country on fault loca- 
tion in overhead and underground 
transmission and distribution systems 
and for the past 45 years connected 
with the Boston Edison Co. and its for- 
mer neighbor utility, the then Boston 
Electric Light Co., died at the Cam- 
bridge Hospital July 10, after a brief 
illness. He was an inventor of rare 
talent in the field of fault detection and 
in the analysis of radio interference 
causes. Mr. Vahey was the originator 
of the Lundin fault locator and much 
other apparatus widely used in the 
power industry. At the time of his death 
he was fault location engineer for the 
Boston company. He was 65 years of 
age. 
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ANUFACTURING - MARKETS 


Equipment Awards 
Announced by TVA 


The award of 22 contracts for equip- 
ment and services valued at more than 
$800,000 was announced by the Ten- 
nessee Valley Authority recently. Ten 
of the contracts referred to Chicka- 
mauga Dam and the Chickamauga res- 
ervoir area. Electrical equipment 
awards were made to the following 
firms: 

Graybar Electric Co., Knoxville, Tenn., 
lightning arresters, $5,100; Southern States 
Equipment Corp., Birmingham, Ala., dis- 
connecting switches, $1,948; Kirk & Blum 
Manufacturing Co., Cincinnati, Ohio, alu- 
minum housing for switchgear, $13,339, 
and Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Co., 
Boston, Mass., oil circuit breakers, $17,042. 

Equipment for the power transmis- 
sion system was purchased from the 
following companies: 

Blaw Knox Co., Pittsburgh, Pa., 154-kv. 
steel towers for Wheeler-Columbia line, ap- 
proximately $158.000; Aluminum Company 
of America, Pittsburgh, Pa., electric con- 
ductor for the Wheeler-Columbia line, $99,- 
168; Westinghouse Electric & Mfg. Co., 
Chattanooga, Tenn.. substation transformer, 
$48,110; General Electric Co., Schenectady, 
N. Y.. substation transformers, $43,750, 
and Allis-Chalmers Mfg. Co., Boston, Mass., 


oil circuit breakers and control panels, 
$15.826. 


White Motor Co., Knoxville, Tenn., 
will supply the Authority with eight 
stake body utility trucks for a net 
amount of $23,489. Leeds & Northrup 
Co., Philadelphia, Pa., will supply elec- 
trical equipment worth $7,193 for the 
Hiwassee Dam power plant. 


Pacific Coast Range and 
Appliance Firms Merge 


The Woolwine-Norris Corp., manufac- 
turer of electric ranges, was consoli- 
dated recently into the Thermador Elec- 
trical Manufacturing Co., Los Angeles, 
Calif., maker of household electric ap- 
pliances, according to Harry H. Fog- 
well, Thermador president. 
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Vice-President W. E. Cranston said 
there will be no abrupt changes in the 
merchandising and distribution policies 
of either line; electric range sales will 
be confined for the present to the eleven 
Western states. 


Westinghouse Employees 
Shown How Gross Is Spent 


Forty-two cents out of every dollar of 
gross income of Westinghouse Electric 
& Manufacturing Company in 1938 was 
used to meet the payroll and 28.7 cents 
for material and supplies, according to 
the June issue of the company’s maga- 
zine for employees. 

Of the remaining 29.3 cents, 5 cents 
went for advertising, publications and 
miscellaneous sales expense, 4.7 cents 
was laid aside for depreciation reserves, 


taxes took 4.5 cents and stockholders 
received 4.2 cents in the form of divi- 
dends. Employee benefits, annuities and 
group insurance accounted for 2.9 
cents; transportation, 2.8 cents; rent, 
insurance, power, fuel, water, etc., 2 
cents; patents, royalties, office expenses, 
1.9 cents; leaving 1.3 cents for surplus. 
Westinghouse gross income last year 
amounted to $160,000,000. 


Board Finds Union Guilty 
in Allen-Bradley Case 


The Wisconsin Labor Board, in its 
first interlocutory decision on July 14, 
found the Radio and Electrical Work- 
ers Union, Local 1111, guilty of unfair 
labor practices against the Allen-Brad- 
ley Co., Milwaukee. The board directed 
the union, which has been on strike 


FAIR LIGHTING PRAISED—tThe scientific application of light is one of the greatesi 
wonders of the New York World’s Fair, J. E. North of Cleveland, Ohio, chairman of 
the National Better Light-Better Sight Bureau, told 6,000 persons attending the Westins- 
house Lighting Conference held last week. Left to right—Miss Myrtle Fahsbender, 
Westinghouse lamp division; Mr. North: A. E. Snyder, sales manager lamp division 
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since May 11, to cease and desist from 
mass picketing on the street surround- 
ing the plant, to stop threatening em- 
ployees of the company with physical 
injury, property damage or otherwise, 
to discontinue obstructing free entrance 
and exit from the plant or free use of 
nearby streets, and to cease picketing 
the home of any employee of the com- 
pany. 

Fred Wolter, president of the union, 
and Max Geline, its attorney, said the 
order would be resisted in “every legal 
and proper way.” 


Phelps-Dodge Is Awarded 
Chattanooga Cable Order 


Phelps-Dodge Copper Products Cor- 
poration has received the order for 75 
miles of power cable for use by Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn., in the enlargement of 
its municipal electrical distribution sys- 
tem. 

The order calls for 11 miles of three- 
conductor, paper-insulated, lead-covered 
cable and 64 miles of single-conductor, 
non-metallic sheathed low-voltage un- 
derground duct cable. Also included are 
miscellaneous items of varnished cam- 
bric feeders and bare copper wire and 
cable. 

Installation contract has been 
awarded to Harrison-Wright, Inc., con- 
tractor of Charlotte, N. C. Underground 
network voltage at Chattanooga is 600, 
overhead transmission voltage is 13.200. 


Kendrick Contracts Let 


Bureau of- Reclamation, Denver. 
Colo., has awarded contracts to the 
American Transformer Co., Newark. 
N. J., at $32,600 for four transformers. 
and to the Moloney Electric Co., St. 
Louis, Mo., at $12,000 for three trans- 
formers, all for installation on the 
Gering, Neb., power substation, Ken- 
drick, Wyo., project. 


Open New Chicago Office 


Arrow-Hart & Hegeman Electric Co. 
recently opened its new Chicago office 
and warehouse at 155 West Monroe 
Street. R. L. Wildauer is manager. 
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New York Metal Prices 
July 19, 1939 July 11, 1939 


Cents per ents per 

Pound ‘ound 

Cooper eltcorlytic ...... 10.25 10.25* 
Lead Am. S. & R. price 4.85 4.85 
ean is Mae CeS Sade. 2.00 12.00 
Nickel Ingot .......... 35.00 35.00 
wea? = sR ore 4.89 4.89 
Oe SR is sss satan 48.60 48.50 
Aluminum, 99 per cent. 00 20.00 


0. 
* Delivered Connecticut Valley. 
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Field Reports on Business 


Prospects for second half of 1939 continue pleasing and comparisons with 1937 
seem likely to be more favorable than in first half, second six months of 1937 
having been a period of decline. Energy output sets new records. Chicago 


reports lighting equipment sales especially encouraging. 


Potomac Electric 


Power orders 50,000-kw. unit. Power companies on Pacific Coast are purchas- 


ing regulating equipment. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Many extensive low-cost housing projects 
will apparently mature during the fall, 
though possibly not reaching their peak 
for another year. These include a 525-unit 
application costing $1,130,000 for Phoenix, 
Ariz.; a $712,800 low bid for Honolulu, a 
$1,789,000 low bid for the 63-acre Car- 
melitas tract at Long Beach, a 300- and 
500-family tract at Harbor Hills and Mara- 
villa, near Los Angeles, scheduled for late 
fall bidding, and a 1,000-family, $5,000,000 
tract in San Francisco Bay region. Build- 
ing is running 25 per cent over last year. 

Industrial business includes new timber 
tracts in northeastern California, Super- 
structures for steam plants to handle two 
oil refineries, equipment for cement mill 
including a mile of 2,300-volt power line, 
$90,000 of G.E. motors and controls for 
cranes, compressors and motor-generator 
sets for Oakland shipbuilding yard, a $500,- 
000 Federated Metals plant for San Fran- 
cisco and 800-hp. motor, value $6,000, for 
Standard Oil and $7,000 fractional-horse- 
power motors for Fairbanks Morse pres- 
sure pump outfits. 

Last year’s low rainfall has improved 
pumping equipment sales and_ therefore 
transformers, meters and kindred distribu- 
tion staple apparatus. Coast transformer 
plants are fairly busv, but are not under 
the pressure of two years ago. Power com- 
pany purchasing is especially heavy in 
regulating equipment, such as $50,000 
switchgear and $6,000 capacitors for vari- 
ous stations of Pacific Gas & Electric Co. 
and $40,000 regulating and voltage trans- 
formers for the San Joaquin section. Other 
central California business covered $8.000 
turbine repairs parts and four 1,000-kva. 
transformers. Prospective government busi- 
ness for the Bay area covers five electric 
bridge cranes for Mare Island navy yard, 
storehouses and power plant buildings 
aggregating $725.000 for Alameda naval air 
base and $175,000 power equipment for 
the same. 


CHICAGO 


Business activity in this area, on the 
whole, continues to widen the margin of 
increase over last year. Industrial pro- 
duction held the pace of the past two 
months to improve the outlook for the 
balance of the summer at least. Retail 
and wholesale business continued to ex- 
pand, registering gains of 10 to 15 per 
cent over last year at this time. Electrical 
energy output declined slightly last week 
to 15 per cent above a year ago. Steel 
production rose sharply above the previous 
week’s output. 

Lighting equipment sales are especially 
encouraging as a considerable number of 
store and office modernization jobs are 
being sold. One recent order included 66 
500-watt units and 300 ft. of fluorescent 
channel equipment. Several hundred new 
street-lighting standards will soon be in- 
stalled by the city. Electric fan sales pro- 
longed their large volume with the con- 
tinued hot weather. 

Residential construction continues to ex- 
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pand, with building in the suburban area 
approximately double what it was a year 
ago. Four large apartment buildings are 
scheduled for early construction. As a re- 
sult of wiring promotional activities, the 
Electric Association reports that a number 
of speculative builders have practically 
doubled their allowance for wiring and 
fixtures over the amount expended last 
year. 


NEW YORK 


No immediate let-up in the favorable 
outlook for the remainder of the year was 
apparent this week. New energy output 
records were established in the past week— 
third highest peak in history, highest peak 
this year to date, highest peak for any 
summer week. 

Westinghouse announced the payment of 
a 10 per cent bonus to its employees in 
July, largest for any time in 1939. Cop- 
perweld Steel reported its billings in the 
first six months were greatest for any 
similar period in its history. 

All securities made strong advances on 
Monday and Tuesday; Etectrricat. WorLD 
index of utility common stocks reached 
second highest mark for the year, traceable 
probably to the agreement reached on TVA. 
Carloadings for the past week were ex- 
pected to show a new high for the year. 
New Jersey State Chamber of Commerce 
reported total private employment only 4 
per cent under 1930 high. 


NEW ENGLAND 


General Electric Co. has received an 
order for a 50,000-kw. turbo-generator and 
auxiliaries from the Potomac Electric 
Power Co., Washington, D. C. This unit 
will be installed in an addition to the 
Buzzards Point plant. Stone & Webster 
Engineering Corp., Boston, has the general 
construction contract. New England ma- 
chinery building centers are reporting en- 
couraging activity and small motors and 
control equipment are in good demand. 

Air conditioning is receiving steady at- 
tention. Recently the Harvard Cooperative 
Society, Cambridge, and the South Boston 
Market completed installations. Electric 
furnace manufacturers report a seasonal 
slowing down in activity, but note inquiries 
from local tool makers and Midwest auto- 
motive accessory manufacturers. Lighting 
projects are in good number and diversified. 

Plans are being prepared for one of the 
largest ice cream manufacturing plants in 
New England, to be located in Lynn. 
Reading, Mass., municipal light depart- 
ment received bids this week for a new 
office building to cost about $36.000. Hy- 
grade Sylvania Corp., Salem, Mass., has 
recalled 300 employees from vacation to 
handle rush orders for radio tubes. 

Refrigerator sales continue to lead in 
appliance trends. Residential construction 
in Boston suburban areas is very active 
and renovation of downtown Boston stores 
is going ahead. Half-year sales volume re- 
ports indicate an encouraging gain over 


a year for the same period all along the 
ine. 
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Strong Gain in Utility Stocks 
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Electric light and power stocks made strong gains during the week, with the “Electrical 
World” index of common stocks up 1.4 points to 30.0, highest mark since the week 


of March 18. 


Cummings Resigns 
from Associated Gas 


Associated Gas & Electric Company 
last week announced the resignation of 
Francis P. Cummings as a member of 
its board of directors and as consulting 
vice-president. According to the an- 
nouncement, Mr. Cummings has been 
seriously ill for several months. His sue- 
cessor has not been named. 

Mr. Cummings was one of three di- 
rectors selected as a result of a stipula- 
tion by the company and a group of 
creditors who had petitioned for a re- 
organization of the company on June 8. 
1934. One of these, Henry R. Hayes, 
resigned on May 27, this year, and was 
succeeded on June 2 by James D. Mor- 
timer, formerly president of the North 
American Company. William A. Pren- 
dergast remains on the board. 

In view of the company’s registration 
under the Public Utility Holding Com- 
pany Act, the management said it felt 
the stipulation no longer served any 
useful purpose. While the stipulation 
requiring three independent directors 
and a consulting vice-president “have 
not been eliminated as yet,” the com- 
pany stated that hereafter such vacan- 
cies will be filled in accordance with 
the by-laws. 


Simpson Tells Progress 
in Edison Bond Exchange 


Owners of about $16,500,000 of Com- 
monwealth Edison Company debentures 
have converted their holdings into Edi- 
son stock since July 1 to take advantage 
of the dividend of 40 cents a share pay- 
able August 1, Chairman James Simp- 
son announced last week. Since June. 
1938, the date of original issue, the 
total of nearly $130,000,000 has been 
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Bonds rose more conservatively: the index was up 0.2 point to 105.9 


reduced to $94,043,600, the chairman 
added. 

With the consummation of the pur- 
chase by Commonwealth Edison from 
Northern Indiana Public Service Com- 
pany of its minority interest of 18 per 
cent in Chicago District Electric Gen- 
erating Corporation for $2,579,720, the 
Edison company now owns all of the 
outstanding securities of this corpora- 
tion, Mr. Simpson also reported. 


SEC Begins Hearing 
on Cities Service 


The Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission this week began the hearings 
on the application of the Cities Service 
Co. for exemption from the Public 
Utility Holding Company Act, despite 
the company’s transfer of utility in- 
terests to two Chicago banks last 
week-end. 

On the basis that it was only inci- 
dentally a holding company, Cities 
Service applied for exemption under 
the act last February, when Cities 
Service Power & Light Co. of New 
Jersey and its subsidiary, Federal 
Light & Traction Co. of New York, 
were registered under the act. At that 
time Cities Service said it expected 
soon to apply for an order of the SEC 
declaring the Cities Service Power & 
Light and its subsidiaries were not 
subsidiaries of Cities Service as defined 
by the act. 

Last week-end Cities Service, follow- 
ing the authorization of its stockholders 
in April, pledged to the Harris Trust & 
Savings Bank of Chicago all the com- 
mon stock and an undivided interest 
in the preferred stock of Cities Service 
Power & Light. At the same time a 
similar agreement was made with the 
City National Bank & Trust Company 
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of Chicago, as trustee, pledging stocks 
of three natural gas distributing com- 
panies in the Kansas City area. Since 
the SEC did not appear to agree that 
requirements for exemption had been 
met, the hearing began this Monday. 


Utility Finances 
Analyzed by SEC 


Combined net income, after fixed 
charges, of 177 operating electric and 
gas utilities in 33 registered public util- 
ity holding company systems was $259,- 
627,171 for 1938, according to the 
Securities and Exchange Commission. 
Total operating revenue was $1,467,- 
940,496. 

Only operating utilities with securi- 
ties outstanding with the public and 
with assets of $5,000,000 or more are 
covered in the analysis; total capitaliza- 
tion and surplus of the 177 companies 
at December 31, 1938, was $8,558,816,- 
628, of which $7,943,903,463 repre- 
sented capital and $614,913,165 repre- 
sented surplus. 

Companies earned interest on funded 
debt an average of 2.48 times. Fixed 
charges and preferred dividends were 
earned an average of 1.52 times. Only 
two companies failed to earn interest 
on funded debt, while eighteen compa- 
nies failed to earn fixed charges and 
preferred stock dividends. 

On common stock, the companies had 
a return averaging 8.32 per cent. Aver- 
age interest rate on funded debt was 
4.40 per cent; average dividend rate on 
preferred stock was 6.04 per cent. Ac- 
cording to the survey 49 companies had 
preferred arrearages rFanging from 
$1.48 to $49 a share. 


New West Penn Preferred 


Offering of a new issue of 297,077 
shares of 414 per cent preferred stock, 
par value $100 per share, cumulative, 
of West Penn Power Co. was announced 
this week. Net proceeds will be used 
for the retirement and redemption of 
outstanding 7 and 6 per cent cumula- 
tive preferred stock. 


Utility Reports 


Net Income 
1939 
*American Lt. & Tr. and subs. $5,162,769 $5,215,466 
*Continental G. & E. and subs. 3,503,222 4,245,336 
*El Paso Elec. and subs. ' 374,445 
*Louisville G. & E. (Ky.) and 
2,685,810 2,881,618 
419,353 


0 
2,558,934 


1,498,487 
1'239,286 
360,112 
4,547,568 
‘019 3,322,359 
175,083 191,914 


*Oklahoma G. & E. 
*Puget Sound Pwr. & Lt. and 


*United Lt. & Pwr. and subs.. 
*Virginia Elec. & Pw 
*Western Pub. Serv. and subs. 


*Twelve months ended May 31. 
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Smoke Control 


When the smoke passing through a fur- 
nace flue exceeds a predetermined density, 
this photo-electric control operates a bell or 
other signal in the boiler room. Control 
and light source are mounted on opposite 





Control'’ installation: 
110-volt a.c. Photoswitch, Inc., 
Mass 


'Photoswitch Smoke 


operates on 
Cambridge, 


sides of the flue or chimney, the light beam 
passing across the inside of the flue 
through two small openings to the “eye” of 


the control. 
* 


Knife Switches 


Type "'LP-I01,"" superseding Type 
General Electric Co., Schenectady 


eee 
N. Y. 


Knife switches down to and including 
400 amp. in this line now have silver-to- 
silver line contacts as standard equipment. 
Drilling dimensions and general appear- 
ance of both types remain the same. 


Transfer Posting Machine 


Entire lines of type or imprinted data 
may be transferred, one at a time, from a 
master sheet to individual sheets or cards 
with accuracy and at a speed of from 500 
to 1,500 items an hour, using this new elec- 





Transfer 
motor, for a.c. or d.c., I10 
mepeenene Business Machines Corp., New 
ork, 7 


uses 1/20-hp. 
or 220 volts. 


posting machine; 


EW EQUIPMENT 
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tric transfer posting machine, according to 
the manufacturers. The machine uses the 
hektograph principle of duplication. Two 
legible, fade-resistant and non-smudging 
postings may be made from each item on 
the master sheet or on a punched card from 
an electric accounting machine, it is stated. 


Propeller Fans 


Acid-moisture proof and vapor-explosion 
proof propeller fans; motors range from 
1/40 hp. to % hp.; 12 to 36 in. fans. Auto- 
vent Fan & Blower Co., Chicago, III. 


As an added protection against ex- 
tremely corrosive, highly concentrated acid 
conditions, this company uses a new 
chemical coating known as “heresite” on 
the fan wheels. Battery charging rooms, 
galvanizing, pickling and plating depart- 
ments are typical applications for the fans. 


Two-Speed Hoists 


Two-speed operation is a feature of these 
a.c. hoists: A constant slow speed on the 
first step for inching or running, a constant 





“Electro Lift'' two-speed a.c. hoist; stand- 


ard models for two- or three-phase, 60- 
cycle a.c. Electro Lift, Inc., 30 Church St., 
New York, N. Y. 


fast speed on the last control step for rapid 
handling. Squirrel-cage motors are used. 
Control may be either rope or push-button 


type. 
7 


Two-Gallon Water Heater 


"Catalog No. 2-NPC-I."" Merchandising 
Div., Westinghouse Electric & Mfg. Co., 
Mansfield, Ohio. 


Designed for sale to rural, commerciai 
and minimum bill customers, a new two- 
gallon, non-pressure type water heater has 
been added to this line. The 1,250-watt 
“Corox” heating element is said to bring 
the water to 145 deg. F. in 20 minutes; a 
thermostat, front-adjustable, permits tem- 
perature variance from 120 to 170 deg. F. 
Glass wool insulation is used. 
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Small Solder Pot 


Designed especially for solder dipping of 
small and delicate parts, this small electric 
pot is rectangular in shape and is heated by 


Small electric solder pot; 2% oz. solder 
capacity; inside dimensions are 2% x'/p x % 
in. deep. Vulcan Electric Co., Lynn, Mass. 


a 75-watt replaceable cartridge unit. Metal 
tube surrounding the cord for a short dis- 
tance from the pot protects the cord. 


All-Metal Rheostat 


Type ‘'PR-50"' rheostat; 50 watts; in range 
of values from 0.5 to 10,000 ohms _ Inter- 
national Resistance Co., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Heat-dissipating properties of aluminum 
are made use of not only in the housing of 
this rheostat but also in the core on which 
the resistance wire is wound. Operation 
of the rheostat at full load in any portion 
of the winding down to 25 per cent of full 
rotation is made vossible without exceed- 
ing the normal temperature by more than 
30 deg. C., it is claimed. Fifty-watt rating 
is based on hottest spot temperature rise of 
140 deg. C., when unit is mounted on metal 
panel and power dissipated over entire unit. 


Wiring Junction Box 


"Catalog No. 629"' junction box; for the 


three types of ‘'Plug-In'' strip: Concealed 
flush, baseboard cap and chair rail. Na- 
tional Electric Products Corp., Pittsburgh 
Pa. 


For feeding “Plug-In” wiring strip with 
any type of wiring material, this company 
has brought out a new junction box. Fit- 
ting on standard switch box or cover, 
roughed into place in advance, the junction 


box provides for adjustment to secure 
proper alignment with the strip. 
& 
Capacitor Analyzer 
Exact conditions of paper, mica and 


electrolytic capacitors, including a.c. motor- 
starting types—power-factor, capacity, in- 
sulation resistance and leakage—may be 
determined with this new capacitor analy- 





Capacitor analyzer; operated from 110-volt, 


50-60-cycle line; for use with capacitors 
from 0.0000! to 240 mfd. Cornell-Dubilier 
Electric Corp., South Plainfield, N. J. 


zer. It consists essentially of a Wien 
bridge connected to a single stage of 
amplification which operates a “visual 
eye” indicator. 
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Metallurgy Fellowship 
Set Up at Carnegie Tech 


Industry and education forged an- 
other link in their chain of co-ordinated 
research and training with the an- 
nouncement by Carnegie Institute of 
Technology of a Westinghouse fellow- 
ship for graduate study in metallurgy. 

Dr. R. F. Mehl, director of the Metals 
Research Laboratory and head of the 
department of metallurgy at “Tech,” 
said the fellowship would continue for 
a three-year period and provide $1,200 
a year to the recipient for graduate 
study and research in metallurgy. 

Frederick C. Hull of Ann Arbor, 
Mich., a graduate of the University of 
Michigan in 1937, has been selected as 
the first fellow under the plan. 


Court Denies Injunction 


Federal Judge E. Marvin Underwood, 
in a ruling handed down in Atlanta, has 
denied the petition of a group of land- 
owners, represented by the Florida Blue 
Ridge Corp., to enjoin the Tennessee 
Electric Power Co. from lowering and 
raising the height of the water reservoir 
at its Blue Ridge plant in north Georgia. 
The petition also asked the court to de- 
clare void the charter granted to the 
Toccoa Electric Power Co., former 
owner of the plant, permitting the re- 
turn of the land to its original owners. 
Judge Underwood denied the entire 
petition. 


Start Trade Group Probe 


The Department of Justice  an- 
nounced last week that a federal grand 
jury in the southern district of New 
York will shortly begin an inquiry into 
the control of trade associations by 
management engineering companies. It 
was made clear that the department 
had no intentions to attack trade asso- 
ciations in themselves but was making 
an inquiry as to where there might be 
control for the purpose of restraint of 
trade, price fixing or production con- 
trol. 


Club Visits Substation 


The Jackson Rotary Club was re- 
cently entertained at the new power 
substation in South Jackson by the 
Mississippi Power & Light Co. Mem- 
bers of the club toured the station and 
had explained pertinent facts concern- 
ing its operation. Rex I. Brown, presi- 
dent of the utility, welcomed the guests. 
The home economics department served 
a box lunch. 
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Sales Opportunities 


Koxomo, Inp.—Central Indiana Power 
Co. has authorized primary and secondary 
lines in parts of Howard and Hamilton 
Counties, totaling about 280 miles, for ex- 
tensions in rural electric system, with power 
substation units and service facilities. Cost 
close to $450,000. Work is scheduled to 


begin at once. 


PasADENA, TEXx.—Champion Paper & 
Fibre Co., Houston Division, Pasadena, 
plans installation of motors and controls, 
transformers and other power substation ap- 
paratus, regulators, conveyors, electric hoists 
and other equipment in new addition to 
sulphate pulp and paper mill. Cost esti- 


mated about $3,000,000. 


Hastincs, Nes.—Central Nebraska Public 
Power and Irrigation District, Hastings, 
plans early construction of transmission line 
between Johnson Canyon power stations 
Nos. 1 and 2, about 15 miles, for intercon- 
nection system for the two hydroelectric 
plants. Permission has been secured. 


Denver, CoLo.—Bureau of Reclamation, 
Denver, receives bids until August 15 for 
three 40,000-hp., vertical shaft hydraulic 
turbines, including three oil-pressure, actu- 
ator-type governors for units, for installation 
in Parker hydroelectric generating plant, 
Parker Dam _ project, Arizona-California. 
Equipment will be installed by Government 
(Specifications 867). 


Montezuma, lowa—City Council receives 
bids until August 2 for new municipal elec- 
tric power plant, including equipment in- 
stallation and electrical distribution lines. 
Cost about $136,000. Financing has been ar- 
ranged through bond issue. A. S. Harring- 
ton, Baum Building, Omaha, Neb., is con- 
sulting engineer. 


Los ANGELES, Catir.—Schumacher Wall 
Board Corp., 5721 South San Pedro Street, 
plans installation of motors and controls, 
conveyors, electric hoists, power substation 
apparatus and other equipment in new wall- 
board and plasterboard mill on 12-acre 
tract of land on Firestone Boulevard, South 
Gate, near Los Angeles, recently acquired. 
It will consist of several production units. 
Cost estimated over $1,000,000. Leland S. 
Rosener, 233 Sansome Street, San Fran- 
cisco, Calif., is consulting engineer. 


Wasuincton, D. C.—Bureau of Yards 
and Docks, Navy Department, Washington, 
is asking bids (no closing date stated) for 
power plant at navy yard, Pearl Harbor, 
T. H. (Specifications 9124). 


Pine Biurr, ArK.—Arkansas Power & 
Light Co., Pine Bluff, has plans maturing 
for primary and secondary lines for exten- 
sions in rural electric system in parts of 
Dallas, Nevada, Calhoun, Ouachita and 
Columbia Counties, totaling about 250 
miles, with outdoor power substation units 
and service facilities. Fund of $200,000 has 
been secured through federal aid as part of 
fund required for work. 


Orancesurc, S. C.—Orangeburg-Aiken 
Hydro-Electric Commission, Orangeburg, is 
having surveys and plans made by D. T. 
Duncan Engineering Company, Ninety-Six, 
S. C., consulting engineer, for proposed 
hydro-electric power development on Edisto 
River, near junction with Cattle Creek, and 
will proceed with project as soon as Federal 
permission is granted. Plant will have an 
initial rated capacity of 12,069 hp., and will 
be supplemented by a steam-electric gen- 
erating station at Graniteville, S. C., for 
auxiliary service. Project will include trans- 
mission lines to a number of neighboring 
districts, totaling about 100 miles in all, in- 
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cluding line to Orangeburg for power sup- 
ply for municipal electrical distribution sys- 
tem, and line connection with Aiken County 
Co-operative Electric Association, which will 
secure power requirements from this source. 


Forp Ciry, Pa.—Pittsburgh Plate Glass 
Co., Grant Building, Pittsburgh, Pa., plans 
installation of motors and controls, convey- 
ors, regulators and other equipment in con- 
nection with modernization and expansion 
of No. 4 plant at Ford City. Cost estimated 
over $1,500,000. Work is scheduled to be 
placed under way at once. 


PittspurcH, Pa.—United States Engineer 
Office, New Postoffice Building, receives bids 
until July 31 for all motors and controls, 
and capstan parts for Lock No. 9, Alle- 
gheny River (Circular 1). 


St. Louis, Mo.—Union Electric Co. of 
Missouri, Twelfth and Locust Streets, plans 
addition to power substation No. 15, on 
Ladue Road, including installation of equip- 
ment for increased capacity. 


Fresno, Catir.—Bureau of Reclamation, 
Federal Building, Sacramento, Calif., re- 
ceives bids until August 23 for construction 
of Friant dam on upper San Joaquin River, 
about 20 miles from Fresno, consisting of a 
gravity-type concrete structure, 300 ft. high 
and 3,430 ft. long, extending across the 
broad canyon at dam site. Dam will back up 
San Joaquin River about 15 miles, creating 
a reservoir of about 520,000 acre-ft., and is 
esimated to cost approximately $14,000,000. 
It has been designed ultimately for hydro- 
electric power development, forming part of 
Central Valley project (Specifications 863) . 

Preston, Iowa.—City Council receives 
bids until August 1 for municipal electric 
power plant, including installation of three 
75-kw. generating units and accessories, 
with alternate proposals on two 120-kw. gen- 
erators, with regulating apparatus, switch- 
gear and auxiliary equipment. Ralph W. 
Gearhart, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, is consulting 
engineer. 


EvizaBetH, Itt.—Jo-Carroll Electric Co- 
operative, Inc., Elizabeth, M. S. Rogers, 
president, plans early construction of an 
electric generating plant for service for 
rural electric system. Site has been selected. 
Cost about $75,000. Financing has been ar- 
ranged through federal aid. 


Rome Cable Adds Director 


At a meeting of the board of direc- 
tors of the Rome Cable Corp., Rome, 
N. Y., held recently, the membership of 
the board was increased from eight to 
nine. James Inglis, chairman of the 
board of American Blower Corp., and 
a director of American Radiator & 
Standard Sanitary Corp., Detroit, Mich.. 
was elected to fill the vacancy. 


Roebling Gets Contract 


Announcement has been made that 
John A. Roebling’s Sons Co. has been 
awarded a contract by the War De- 
partment for cable and reels to the 
amount of $22,574. 
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